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Accreditation period 
Units 1–4: 1 January 2023 – 31 December 2027 

Implementation of this study commences in 2023. 

Other sources of information 
The VCAA Bulletin is the only official source of changes to regulations and accredited studies. The Bulletin 
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Monitoring for quality 
As part of ongoing monitoring and quality assurance, the VCAA will periodically undertake an audit of VCE 
Art Creative Practice to ensure the study is being taught and assessed as accredited. The details of the audit 
procedures and requirements are published annually in the 
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Satisfactory completion 
The award of satisfactory completion for a unit is based on the teacher’s decision that the student has 
demonstrated achievement of the set of outcomes specified for the unit. Demonstration of achievement of 
outcomes and satisfactory completion of a unit are determined by evidence gained through the assessment 
of a range of learning activities and tasks. 

Teachers must develop courses that provide appropriate opportunities for students to demonstrate 
satisfactory achievement of outcomes. 

The decision about satisfactory completion of a unit is distinct from the assessment of levels of achievement. 
Schools will report a student’s result for each unit to the VCAA as S (satisfactory) or N (n
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The Creative Practice 
In this study the Creative Practice is an iterative process that is integral to the conceptualisation, 
development and making of artworks. The Creative Practice is comprised of four components that are based 
on art practice and Experiential, Inquiry and Project-based learning. These components are: 

• research and exploration 
• experimentation and development 
• refinement and resolution 
• reflection and evaluation. 

The four components of the Creative Practice are interrelated and iterative. The components do not operate 
in a set sequence that privileges one or another over the others. The student can begin with any component 
and interact with combinations of the components in a dynamic and creative experience. 

Research and exploration 
The research and exploration component of the Creative Practice includes: 

• researching and exploring ideas based on experiences, observations and personal interest 
• researching and exploring materials, techniques and processes in art forms to respond to personal, 

cultural and social influences and ideas 
• researching and examining personal, cultural, historical and social influences that inform the exploration 
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Experimentation and development 
The experimentation and development component of the Creative Practice includes: 

• experimenting with materials, techniques and processes to develop artworks 
• experimenting with personal ideas and responses 
• experimenting with the influences of ideas, values and beliefs to develop artworks 
• developing ideas in artworks through experimentation and exploration 
• developing knowledge of art elements and art principles through experimentation and exploration to 

create visual language 
• developing points of view and interpretations of the meanings and messages of artworks in different 

contexts using the Interpretive Lenses 
• developing artworks in response to the research and exploration of and experimentation with visual 

language
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evident in the artwork, and the context in which artists work and in which artworks are presented or viewed. 
The Structural Lens can inform the other lenses. 

Through Responding: Students decode artworks by reading the relationships between specific signs, 
symbols and conventions in visual language. They explore the stylistic qualities that are used to transmit 
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Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander knowledge, 
cultures and histories 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples are the first Australians and the oldest continuous living 
cultures in human history. These two broad groups are made up of a diversity of nations across Australia, 
with diverse cultures, social structures, cultural traditions, languages and dialects. Through these traditions 
and structures Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples have developed unique and complex knowledge 
systems.  

Through engagement with artists’ work, all students develop respect for a recognition of the world’s oldest 
continuous living cultures and understand the significant contribution of Australia’s First Peoples to visual art, 
through both contemporary and historical traditions and practices. The inclusion and acknowledgement of a 
range of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander artists, artworks, practices and content will assist in the 
building of intercultural understanding for all students. This understanding helps support cultural learning, 
encouraging students to make connections between their own world and the worlds of others. It encourages 
collaboration and the development of empathy with others, and it provide students with the insight to 
understand themselves as part of a diverse and global community. 

Teachers are encouraged to include Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander knowledge and perspectives in the 
design and delivery of teaching and learning programs related to VCE Art Creative Practice. Many local 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities have protocols that they have developed in relation to 
education. The Victorian Koorie community-preferred education model enables teachers to focus on 
inclusively supporting students to consider Victorian Koorie education matters, and systematically support 
students to learn about local, regional, state and national Indigenous perspectives. VCE studies involve a 
focused extension of this model and include a broader application of national and international perspectives. 

Protocols for Koorie Education in Victorian Primary and Secondary Schools, developed through the Yalca 
policy, and other resources relating to the inclusion of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander knowledge and 
perspectives may be accessed on the Victorian Aboriginal Education Association (VAEAI) website. 
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Critique 
A critique is a discursive collaborative environment that is organised to engage, explore, express, present 
and evaluate artworks and to understand, reflect on and improve awareness of the characteristics of art 
making. 

Influences and inspiration 
Influences occur and are used throughout art making and include artists and artworks. Inspiration can be 
viewed more broadly and includes objects, memories and contexts that are personal to the artist. 

Visual language 
Visual language combines the art elements and art principles with materials, techniques and processes to 
communicate meaning and 
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Key skills 
• experiment with and explore materials, techniques and processes using the Creative Practice 
• investigate the practices of artists to develop personal visual responses 
• use visual language to communicate ideas of personal interest 
• explore and experiment with materials, techniques and processes in a range of art forms to make 

personal visual responses 
• explore how the relationships between the artist, the artwork, and the viewer or audience communicate 

meaning in artworks 
• apply the Structural Lens and the Personal Lens to interpret meaning in visual responses 

Area of Study 3 

Documenting and reflecting on the Creative Practice 
Students 
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Outcome 1 
On completion of this unit the student should be able to use the Cultural Lens, and the other Interpretive 
Lenses as appropriate, to analyse and compare the practices of artists and artworks from different cultures 
and times. 

To achieve this outcome the student will draw on key knowledge and key skills outlined in Area of Study 1. 

Key knowledge 
• the role and purpose of art in different cultural contexts and times 
• the use of relevant aspects of the Cultural Lens to analyse and interpret artworks 
• the use, as appropriate, of relevant aspects of the Structural Lens and the Personal Lens to analyse and 

interpret artworks  
• diverse and alternative approaches to making and presenting artworks 
• methods of making and presenting artworks in different historical and contemporary cultural contexts 
• how artworks reflect the beliefs, values and traditions of different cultures 
• the different ways that artists collaborate to make artworks 
• the practices of artists from different periods of time and cultures 
• referencing to support the analysis, evaluation and interpretation of artworks 
• art terminology used in the analysis, evaluation and comparison of artworks and the practices of artists 

Key skills 
• apply the Cultural Lens 
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Students resolve at least one finished artwork and consider presentation of their artwork and the context in 
which it will be viewed, including considering 
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Before finishing their artwork, students present a critique of their use of the Creative Practice. They respond 
to the feedback they receive from the critique to resolve their artwork. The critique can be presented by an 
individual student or a group of students who have collaborated to make the artwork. The Support materials 
provides examples of different approaches to overseeing the student’s critique of their use of the Creative 
Practice.
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Assessment 



VCE Art 
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Students evaluate, reflect and talk about their use of the Creative Practice in a critique, which includes the 
presentation of at least one finished artwork. Using the appropriate Interpretive Lenses, students discuss 
how they have responded to their research, the ideas they have focused on and how they have explored and 
experimented with materials, techniques, processes 





VCE Art 
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Area of Study 
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Each of the Interpretive Lenses can be applied to the analysis and interpretation of all artworks to varying 
degrees. In this area of study, students draw on specific aspects of each of the lenses to support and provide 
depth to their analysis and interpretation. 

Students must: 

• research at least one historical artist, their practice and their artworks, and at least one contemporary 
artist, their practice and their artworks 

• compare the practices of the selected artists 
• apply all three Interpretive Lenses to analyse and interpret the meanings and messages of at least two 

artworks by each artist 
• source evidence to support their interpretation and point of view. 

Outcome 3 
On completion of this unit the student should be able to compare the practices of historical and contemporary 
artists, and use the Interpretive Lenses to analyse and interpret the meanings and messages of selected 
artworks. 

To achieve this outcome the student will draw on key knowledge and key skills outlined in Area of Study 3. 

Key knowledge 
• practices of historical and contemporary artists 
• meanings and messages of historical and contemporary artworks 
• the use of evidence from artworks

meaning
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